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CHARLESTOWN, May 12, 1807. 
At a Meeting of the Church,— 


VoTED unanimouſly, 'That the thanks of this Church 

» be preſented to the Reverend Gentlemen who officiated at 

the Dedication of our Houſe of Worſhip, for their very 

acceptable ſervices, and that copies be requeſted for the 
preſs, 


Ocder of Porfermances 


os  ett——_ \ 
yy ”. 


I. By the Rev. Jepivian Monse, D. D. | 


Read the 24th Pſalm—The earth is the LORD's, ce 
| ADDRESS explanatory of the occaſion. _ 


. | PRAYER. 
Read 2 Chronicles, chap. vi. verſes 12, 14, aug | 


DEDICATORY POEM—Sung. 


II, By the Rev. Mr. GrArTON, of Newton. 
DEDICATION PRAYER. 


III. Read and Sung DEDICATORY HYMN. = 


GY" IV. By the Rev, SAMUEL STILLMAN, D. D. | 
A SERMON on Brotherly Love and Chriſtian Fellowſhip, 


FC 


from 133d Pſalm, xt verſe—Behold, how good, and iu 
pleaſant, Fe. OM 


V, By the Rev. TrHomas BALDWIN, A. M. CES 
| The RECOGNITION of the CHURCH—An ADDRESS 


— The Fellowſhip of Siſter Churches given. i 
Concluding PRAYER, and ſinging 132d Filet 0 
- King of grace, ariſe, &fc, (E= 
—— iS 


VI. Sung an ANTHEM from 48th Pſalm. | v 


VII. BENEDICTION by the Rev. Dr. STIiLLMAx:;. * 


ADDRESS 


EXPLANATORY OF THE OCCASION, 


—— 


BY YEDIDIAH MORSE, D. D. 
_ GG 


Wes are aſſembled, Chriſtian brethren and. 


friends, for no trivial or novel purpoſe. Our bul- 


ineſs is ſcrious and important, and calculated to 
intereſt all the beſt feelings of our hearts. We: 


have come to preſent ourſelves before that Go, : 


whom the heaven, and the heaven of heavens can" 


not contain—but who yet condeſcendeth to dwell * 


with men on the earth, and to conſecrate this houſe* 
erected for Him, 


In performing this ſacred ſervice, we do but im- 
itate the practice” of holy and devout men, in all; 
paſt ages of the world, who, excited either by the 
expreſs rommand of Gop, or by the ſecret intima- : 
tions of his HoLyY SPIRIT, and acting, at the fame: 
time, agreeably to the diQates of right reaſon, and ; 


from a regard to the decency and fitneſs of things, 


have built houſes for the public worſhip of Gov. 


And with a view to impreſs the minds of the, 
worſhippers with the greater reverence of the Di-: 
vine Majeſty, and to fill them with devotion and' 


humility, it has been a pious cuſtom, in a formal 
and religious manner, to ſeparate theſe places for 
lacred uſes, Of theſe religious tranſaRtions, God, 
at ſundry times, and in various ways, has mani- 
teſted his divine approbation, When Solomon 
had cloſed his admirable prayer at the dedication 
of the temple, immediately « the fire came down 
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[4,6 ] 
from heaven, and -conſumed the burnt-offering 


and the ſacrifices ; and the glory of the Loxp 
filled the houſe.” 


When we review the circumſtances which have 
attended the ereion of this houſe ; and conſider, 
. that the deſign originated in a Society of Chrit- 
tian brethren, of different denominations, aflem- 
bled' for prayer and. religious improvement ; that 
party and ſeQtarian views and feelings appear to. 
have had no part or lot in this buſineſs ; that it 
has been the honeſt and fincere aim of thoſe con- 
cerned, to furniſh the means of religious inſtruc- 
tion, to a large portion of the inhabitants of this 
increaſing town, who could not otherwiſe be con- 
veniently accommodated, and thus to advance 
the important intereſts of religion and morality ; 
When we conſider, alfo, that the plan, which ſeems 
to have been intimated with fatisfactory clearneſs 
from heaven, has been proſecuted, hitherto, with- 
out accident' or obſtruction, 1n pertect harmony 
with the Congregational Society 1n this place, and 
with unuſual. cclerity and ſucceſs, we cannot en- 
tertain a 'doubt, but that the Gop of order, of 
peace: and love will {mile propitiouſly on us, and 
grant his divine approbation- of our preſent pur- 
poſe of ſetting apart this convenient houſe, beau- 
tiful for ſituation, as the temple on the holy hill 
of Zion, for the performance of the various ſer. 
vices of public, religious and ſocial worſhip. 


With humble confidence, then, let us, Chriſtian 
brethren and friends, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. unitedly and fervently aſk his divine preſence with 
us, and his bleſing on this our undertaking. 
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DELIVERED AT THE OPENING 


OF THE | 


New Baptiſt Peeting-Houſe 
IN CHARLESTOWN, 


May 12, 1801. 


—— —— ADDED Irmm—_—— 
By SAMUEL STILLMAN, ». ÞD. 
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' DEDICATION SERMON.. 


5 


Pſalm cxxxu1. 1. 


BEHOLD, HOW. GOOD, AND HOW PLEASANT 1T 18S, FOR © 


BRETHREN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY: 


4 : 


A MONG a great variety of ſubjefts that might, 
with propriety, be conſidered, at the open- 
ing of a new place for public worſhip, the preacher 


gives the preference. to this, becauſe mo expres. 


five of the circumſtances that have brought us'to- 
gether. This neat and convenient houſe did not 
originate in angry controverſy, in fondneſs” for 


ſeparation, nor even in difference of religious opin- 


10ns'; but in a fincere defire to promote the great 
ldtereſts of religion and morality, as 2 © com- 


mon cauſe. 


Many families in the town, it was found, could 
not be accommodated with pews'in the-Rev. Dr. 


Morse's meeting-houſe : whence the inquiry aroſe, 
whether it was not duty to endeavour to build - 


another place for 'public worſhip. Chriſtians of 
B different 
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different denominations were engaged in the in- 
quiry, and were of 'one mind as to the anſwer. 


- hes of the Baptiſt denomination, of reſpe&ability 
and intereſt in the town, who were obliged to go 
to Boſton for a complete enjoyment of their priv- 
Heges, it was unanimouſly thought beſt, that the 

| houſe to be built ſhould be for that denomination. 

| This was the voice of all. Not one diſfſentient ; 

l not one moment's controverſy about it. As far 

as my knowledge extends, I may ſafely ſay, This 

E. is an unexampled inftance of candour and affection 

among Chriſtians of different denominations. And 

I embrace this public opportunity of declaring, that 

my worthy and reverend brother, the miniſter of 

this town, with whom I have enjoyed anpagreca- 
ble acquaintance from his firſt ſettlement in it to 
the preſent time, has aſſured me of his-hearty con- 
currence in this matter ; believing that it will ter- 
minate in the more general diffuſion of religious 
knowledge, and the promotion of the beſt inter- 
eſts of the town ; therefore takes a part in the 
public ſervices of this day. And what increaſes 
the pleaſure of the occaſion 1s, that from the com- 
mencement_ of this buſineſs to the preſent mo- 
ment, not a {inglc RE 14 relative to it has 
happened, to interrupt the affeftion and harmony 
of the town. May this houſe, which we this day 
dedicate to Gop, remain a pleaſing monument of 
mutual candour among Chriſtians of different 
opinions, till time ſhall be no more. Here may 
the goſpel be preached in its purity ; and thou- 
lands of redeemed ſinners, at the laſt great day, 

| | riſe 


And as there was a conliderable number of fami- 
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riſe up and call you bleſſed, through whoſe exer- 
tions this place of public worſhip hath been erect- 
ed. Let him who paſleth by to worſhip, and all 
.,who ſhall come up to this houſe of the Lord, con- 
. tinually ſay, Behold, how good and pleaſant it is, for 


brethren to dwell together in unity. | #29 
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I will not take up your time with an inquiry 
concerning the occaſion of this Pſalm, about which j 
there are various opinions ; but paſs at once, —  -+ 


I. To conſider who are intended by brethren. 


| II. Explain what it is for' brethren to dwell t6- 
i | gether in unity. 


- II. Finally, make it Ts that this is good 
and pleaſant. 


> 


1. We are firſt to aſcertain the CHITTEAG 
drethren. 


- - + -— _=_ 
ww © m__ > ES a . 
£ * 
- $ — < , \. © " &. =. ' # W ; = . i , * 4 : " % 4% =” 
8 7 4 as 8 TT ; w . . jo < , "g q þ & 
. ad Hs % ? a 4 W AY % i 4 * L v ow ” >. uy _ % oo y_ fs. » 4 8, 


1. All men are brethren, conſidered as deſcend- 

ants from one common parent. Gop, ſays Paul, - 

| hath made of one blood all nations, to dwell on all the 

face of the earth. They were created by the fame 

almighty hand, out of one common lump of mat- 
ter ; and therefore are nearly allied. 
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2. They are brethren inaſmuch as they all ſtand 
| in the ſame relation to the firſt Adam, as a cove- 


*arr<" 77 [1 


nant head : hence they ſhare with him in the fad 
effects of his apoſtacy. In Adam; ſays an apoſtle, 
all die : that is, by virtue of their relation to him, 


they become mortal. By man fin entered into the 
 evorld, 
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all men, for that all have ſinned. In another place 
18 we are told, that by the diſobedience of one, many are 
(1 made finners : not only become mortal, but are made 
finners. Theſe paſlages, I conceive, plaiply teach 
| us, that Adam was the covenant head of .all man- 
| kind ; who are in the ſame melancholy fituation 
| 

; 


of ſin and death. They: have all finned and-come 
| . Jhort of the glory. of Gop:'' One has no more to 
' boaſt of than another. All are guilty, though not 
equally ſo, and in a condition of moral inability. 
4 If they are ever ſaved then, WY will all be 1ndebt- 
ed to grace alone. 


4. But there is a more impottant ſenſe in which 
this appellation is uſed in the facred. ſcriptures, and 
in which we uſe it on the preſent occation, to de- 
note real believers. It was a term of frequent ule 
among the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians. Paul 
directs his epiſtle to the Coloſſians, Tao the ſaints and 

faithful brethren in Cyzrsr. And when he diſmified 
Oneſimus, after his converſion, to his maſter Phile. 
| mon, ke exhorts him to ©« receive him not now as 
| a ſervant, but ahove a ſervant, a brother beloved.” 
£ With this term, you are ſenſible, 'the ancient 
Chriftians addreflſed each other, as a mark of their 

+ mutual affection and attachment. With what pro- 


priety they did ſo, will appear. in the following ob. 
ſervations. 


1ſt, Believers are brethren in this appropriate 
bm ' ſenſe, becauſe they are the objeds' of the ſame 


divine love. The Lo&D has his own people among 
all 


world, and death by fin ;1 and thus death paſſed upon 
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all the,nations of the earth, and amoyg all the dif- 
ferent clafles of Chriſtians. 


The Jews thought that they only were the ob- 

jects of the love of Gop ; and of courſe, treated 
the Gentiles as aliens. But when CnrrsT came; 
he diſcouraged this injurious diltination, by thew- 
ing .mercy: to. the Gentiles, and by ſending his 
apoſtles to preach the goſpel to. all nations. They 
allo plainly taught, that in CarisT Jzsvus there 
was neither Greek nor Jew, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free ; but that Cyz1sT was all, and in all; 
and that in every nation, he that feareth: Gobp, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, 1s accepted of him. 


'The ſame contracted ſpirit has been obſerved in 
too many; profteſhng Chriſtians, who. are diſpoſed 
to exclude from the divine affetion, thoſe who 
differ from them. even in thoſe things that are not 
eſſential to ſalvation., "This temper ought to. be 
reliſted, as being; inconfiltent with the truth of 
things, and calculated to deſtroy that charity which 


' 48 the bond of perfeftnels. They who are the ob- 


jects of the ſame love of Gop, ought to love-one 
another. 


2dly, Believers are brethren, becauſe they all 
belong to the ſame bleſſed family. By adoption they 
become heirs of 'Gop, and Joint heirs with Jesus 
CrarisT. By the act of. adoption, an-orphan or 
ſtranger becomes an heir as certainly as it he had 
been ſo born. So it is in this. caſe. Becauſe they 
are ſons by adoption, Gop ſends forth the Spirit of his 
Son into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father. - And this 
| is 
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[14 1 
' js the caſe with all real believers. They were ſons 
A in the divine mind prior to their receiving the 
Spirit of adoption ; and becauſe they were fo, Gob 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 1nto their hearts, 


to aſcertain their ſonſhip, or to ſeal them to the « 
day of redemption. 


, In this fenke, then, all believers, amidſt their va- 
rious differences, are brethren. 


3dly, They are ſo, likewiſe, becauſe they are re- 
deemed by the ſame precious blood of Cartsr, as of 'a 
Lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot. One 
price was paid for all the heirs of promiſe : whence 
it is plain, that they were equally dear to the Sox of 
Gop, and ought to be dear to one another. What 
an argument 1s this, for: love to the brethren ! 
which John enforces with peculiar warmth : If 
God fo loved us, wwe ought alſo to love one another. He 
carries tt {o far as to ſay, that we ought to die for 
the brethren, it neceſſary. Will you, Chriſtians, 
be oppoſed to, or not love them for whom Crzsr 
died ? Remember that they are precious to him 
as the apple of his cyc. And can you ſtand aloof 
from each other, bite and devour one another ? 
Gop forbid. Rather, let brotherly love continue 


and increaſe, till you ſhall reach that glorious world, 
where you ſhall ſee eye to eye. 


| 


4thly, Believers are brethren, becauſe they have 
been called out of darkneſs into marvellous. light by the 
ſame Holy Spirit. He is the life and ſource of all 
real religion in the hearts of finners. It is he only 
who can ſtop the finner in his dangerous career of 
{1n, 
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ſin, by convincing him of his total depravity, Ins 


guilt and danger ; and thus oblige him to cry, 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved? By him he is enabled 
to believe in CayrisT, as the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs. He wounds, and he heals. - He 
kills, and he makes alive. He is a quickening 
Spirit. | He ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of Gop. This change he ſometimes pro- 
duces in the hearts of ſinners, in the moſt unex- 
pected and ſurpriſing manner, even when they have 
not enjoyed the uſual means. But whatever diver- 
ſity there may be in the circumſtances that attend 
this change, the change itſelf is the fame in all. 
Which naturally leads me to fay, that all real be- 


levers are brethren, becauſe, . 


By 


5thly, They know the ſame things, drink into the 
ſame Spirit, and are all one in CrurisT Jzs8vs. 
Among true Chriſtians of all ages, and of all na- 
tions, there is, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
the moſt ſtriking family likeneſs ; which conſiſts 
in the following particulars : They are con- 
vinced of their entire depravity, of their infinite 
guilt and unworthineſs, of the juſtice of Gop in 
their {ternal condemnation. They eſteem CarisT 
precious, and fly to him alone for falvation. 
They renounce all confidence in the fleſh, and 


give him all the glory of redemption. They 


hate fin for its own fake. They groan under 
the body of fin, and pant after perfe& holi- 
nels. "They are careful to maintain good works, 


are attached to the cauſe of Crr1sT, and ſtudy to 


promote it. . They love thoſe who bear the image 
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of Cir&isT, whether rich or poor, bond or free. 
In a word, their all-prevalling dehfire is, that CyrisT 
may be magnified in them, whether it be by life 
or by death. "This being the caſe, ſurely they are 
brethren, and formed by divine grace for the ſame=- 
enjoyments. | I add, 


6thly, / That they-are heirs of, and ſhall forever en- 
joy, the ſame heaven. ,Jesus CHRIST 1s gone to pre- 
pare' manſions for*thtm-; and by the various dil. 
penſations of his. providence, his word and Spirit, 
he makes 'them meet to be. partakers of the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light. They are, then, 
emphatically brethren, .being the objects of the 
fame everlaſting love of Gop ; adopted into the 
ſame heavenly family ; redeemed by the ſame pre- 
cious blood of Crr1sT ; are called by the fame Spirit, 
out of darkneſs, into the light of the goſpel ; ex- 
perience the ſame things :1n nature, though not in 
degree ; and are to dwell together forever in the 
ſame heaven ; there to love. and adore the ſame 
object, who appears in the mid{t of the throne as 
a Lamb that had been lain. 


II. We ſhall now proceed to ſhew what is to be 
underſtood by brethren dwelling together in unity. 


There 1s a ſtrange kind of charity; which ſome 
people plead for, that has a tendency to annihilate 
the diſtintion between truth and error ; or, to 
make it a matter of indifference, which a man 
believes. We have nothing to do, ſay they, with 
a man's creed, only with his condut. No matter 
what his faith is, provided his life be good. 
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Do theſe men conſider to what lengths this prin» 
ciple,will naturally/lead us, if admitted ? We may 


embrace the moſt oppoſite and contradictory opin- 


10ns.-. The queſtion is not, whether a man belieye'* 
the doctrines of Cyr1IsT or of Mahomet, but wheth- + 
_ er his life be good. It is therefore a matter of in» 


difference, whether he be a diſciple of Cuz1sr, or of 
Mahomet. This kind of charity, if followed, will 


land us in deiſm, where, no doubt, it originated. 
But thoſe of you, who believe Chriſtianity to be a 


divine religion, will give it your moſt decided negy 
ative, becauſe falſe as 2 principle, and fatal in its 
influence. ; 


There are others who profeſs to believe the goſ- 


pel, yet deny what a great number of Chriſtians, © . 


in all ages of the church of CazisT, have placed 
among: its moſt eflential doctrines. Of this claſs 
are they who deny the true and proper Deity 
of Tzsus CnrisT, and affirm that his blood is of 
no more value to explate guilt, than the blood of 
any. other man, 1I aſk, my brethren, how a man, 
who believes Jzsus CHrisT to be very and eter- 
nal Gob, and. that there is no redemption but 
through his atoning blood, can dwell together in 
unity with. him, who denies the Loxd who bought 
him ? It is impoſſible in the nature of things, be- 
cauſe their ideas of the character. and work of 
CuR1sT are infinitely different. This difference 


will force itſelf upon them in their ſolemn acts of : 


prayer and praiſe ; for one will aſcribe divine hon- 
ours to the Son of Gop ; the other will call this 


idolatry. If they are engaged in the work of the. 


miniſtry, it will influence their public preaching. 
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One will exalt Cyr1sT as a divine perſon, Gop 
manifeſt in the fleſh : the other will ſay many 
good things of him as a man, a great prophet, a 
teacher ſent from Go, a ſuper-angelic being, but 
not divine. One will inſiſt on the atonement of 
CHRIST as the only ſure foundation of a ſinner's 
hope : the other willlead him to expect forgiveneſs 
from the mere mercy of Gop, and the fincerity of 
his repentance, without an atonement. I might 
trace this difference in many other inſtances ; but 
enough has been faid to ſhew, that they cannot 
walk together jn unity, while they thus differ about 
the very eſſence of Chriſtianity. 


L aſk again, How can he, who has a tender con- 
cern for the honour of Car1sT as an ALMIGHTY 
Saviour, connive at an error of ſuch magnitude, 
which, in his view, robs him of his efſential dig- 
nity, and deſtroys the foundation of a finner's hope 
of forgiveneſs ? For if Jesus Car1sT be not truly 
and properly Gob, our proſpects of pardon through 
his one offering for fins are difappointed, and we 
muſt ſeek ſome other method of falvation : And 
the great body of our godly reformers, with the 
noble army of pious martyrs, who ſealed their re- 
ligion with their, blood, were idolaters, and were 
left to die in a moſt important error : for they be- 
heved Jzsvs CnrisT was truly Go ; and as ſuch, 
paid him divine honours. And not only they, but 
a crowd of modern Chriſtians of eminent charac- 
ter, have left the world in the fame ſentiments.* 

At 


| fo The Jate Dr. MaTzzR, of Boſton, bore his dying teſtimony to the 
trath” of our Loxy's divinity, ſaying to me, a little before his death, * 1 
will never-truſt my ſoul but with an Atnzourty Savious,” 


© 
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- At the ſame-time; give me leave to' fay, in the 


words of. the excellent Dr. ABBapit, with little 


alteration, * I diſtinguiſh —— between the per-- 
/ons of our adverſaries, and the cauſe which they 


plead. Towards the former, I have-all 'the ſen- 
timents of love and compaſſion, which are due to 


my. erring tellow-mortals. I admire the parts, the 
learning, and the gifts, which Gob has beſtowed 


on ſome-of them. And though they do manifeſt 
violence to the ſcriptures, in my view, I would 
not accuſe them of ſpeaking contrary to their own 
light. 


own colours, in all that deformity which neceſfari- 
ly attends an hypotheſis, that is contrary to divine 
revelation and the ſpirit of true religion. This is 
my. duty, and one end of my miniſtry.””* Eipe- 


a young man, but. am finiſhing my miniſtry, and 


feel myſelf under the moſt ſolemn obligations , 


to bear my faithful, and, for aught I know, laſt 
teſtimony, to'the glories of Immanveli,, Gop wiTH 
vs ; through whom alone I expect everlaſting lite. 


The right of private judgment of theſe our miſ- 
taken friends, is undeniable. lf, in the exerciſe of 
it, they embrace the greateſt errors, they muſt an- 
ſwer - for it. To their own Maſter they ſtand 
or fall. | ; 


v 


Our heart's delire, however, and prayer to Gop, 


is, that they may be brought to embrace the whole 


truth as it reſpeQts JzsUs CrrisT, before their feet 
| ſtumble F 


;* Deity of Cun15T eflential to Chriſtianity, p. 3+ 
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As to their cauſe, T ought not to be- : 
cenſured for endeavouring. to repreſent” it in its | 


cially, my brethren, at my time of life. 1am not * 
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ſtumble on the dark mountains; and although-our 
ideas of him are, now infinitely different, that we 


may ultimately ſee eye to eye, and unite to adore ; 


Him, who hath: loved us and waſhed us from our 


ſins in his blood ; who thought it no —_—y to be: 


EQUAL WITH Gon. 


I do not mean ta ſuggeſt, by any thing that has 


been ſaid, that we are to expect to find among 
good men, an exact agreement in religious ſenti- 
ment and practice, They always have differed 
among themſelves, about ſame things of leſs im, 
portance in religion. , This we may reaſonably ex- 
pect-will be the caſe till that period ſhall arrive, 
when the carth ſhall be filled with the knowledge 


of the Lorp, 
4 


It is a pleafing circumſtance, howgeer, that Goy 
bath raiſed up faithful witnefles in all ages, who 
have agreed in' the moſt important truths of the 
golpel.* 


Neither does dwelling together in unity ſuppoſe, 
that they. ſhould relinquiſh any religious opinions 
or. practices that they believe to be divine, though 
of comparatively fmall importance. Such a facri- 
fice it would be uncandid and unreaſonable to re- 
quire 2s a condition of union, and criminal to 


make. Nor would it accompliſh the end for which 


it might be made.. On the contrary, it would 
create mutual uneaſineſs. Chriſtians would natu- 
rally think hard of each other for requiring ſuch a 
ſurrender 

* See Biſhop NewTon on the Prophecies, Dif. xxiv. p. 2. 


Mr. Tortapy's Hiſtoric Proof of the Calviniſm of the Church of 
England, vol. i. p. 149—212. | 
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'* ſurrender of ' conſcience ; and their own minds- i; 
' - would moſt afluredly condemn them in a cool hour . 


of refletion, for complying with it. Good men. | 
muſt, at all hazards, kcep a conſcience void of of- F 
tence, . both, towards God, and towards all men.. * 
What has been faid on this part of the ſubje& is | 
equally applicable to Chriſtians of all denomina- !; 
tions, They are all equally bound to buy. the - | 
truth, and to ſell it not, x 


Good men, then, may be ſaid to dwell together 
in unity, when they unite in matters of religion *® 
as far as they can agree ; and when they can unite 
no farther, agree to differ, and to allow each other 
the liberty they take of thinking for themſelves. 
* In this caſe, there ſhould be no refletions on each 

other z no, not a hard thought ſhould be encour- 7 

; aged by either fide, provided they wiſh to main- 
tain the true ſpirit of the goſpel, which allows ev- 
ery man to be fully perſuaded in his own mind. 
But at the ſame' time; let me repeat it, that we are 
not permitted to favour the miſtakes of our Chriſf- 
tian friends, or to make light of any divine truth, 
however ſmall, 4 
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I add, once more, that dwelling together in uni- ._ 
ty by no means ſuppoſes, that we ought not to # 
uſe our beſt endeavours-to convince one another ; 
of thoſe errors, into which we may have fallen, :; 
This is a duty wwe owe to each other, which ought % 

| to be performed with meeEneſs and affeQtion. 


—_ , 


There are ſeveral conſiderations I now beg leave 


to impreſs on the mings of my hearers, that. are 
calculated 


h, 


"%. __ » 


Met.+ 


ſ 22 ] 


calculated "to promote mutual candour among 
Chriſtians. The firſt is, We ought not to think 
that we ourſelves only are conſcientious ; but that 
our brethren, who differ from us, are as con- 
ſcientious as we are, and as anxious to know and 
do the will of Gop. 


- 


The ſecond is, that the difference among good 
men is mutual. The fault, if fault there be, is alſo 
mutual. Who then ſhall be cenſured ? 


The third confideration is this, There are great 
and good men among the different denominations 
of Chriſtians. Why may we not think that the 
Lord permits theſe differences, that we may have 
an opportunity- of :exerciling that fpirit of mutual 
forbearance, ſo well pleaſing in his fight, and fo 
beneficial to fociety ? 


-0L., It remains that we ſhew'that it is good and 
Feaſant that brethren dwell together in unity. 


At ſeems by the expreſſions of the Pſalmiſt, as if 
he had in view, at the moment, ſome particular 
inſtance of brotherly love, as we now have.:— 
Bebold / how good, and hinw pleaſant «t is, &c, See, 
as'1f he had faid, its advantages exemplified. 


It-is good, as it is a Chriſtian temper, a love to 
the brethren as ſuch ; and is perfectly agreeable 


to the genius of the-goſpe], which is love in its na- 
ture and tendency. 


"Tt is good or pleaſant, as it naturally tends to 
promote happineſs among good men. Amman who 
is 
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is under the influence of this temper, feels happy in: 
himſelf, and ſeeks the happineſs of others; He will 
be ready to forgive an injury--to put the moſt 
favourable conſtruction on doubtful conduct. He 
will be candid toward thoſe Chriſtians who differ 
from him ; but he will not be ſo complaiſant -as 
to ſacrifice any truth or duty. 


It is good, that is, uſeful. When Chriſtians are 
thus united in love, they can accompliſh great 
things in the world, and in the church. They en- 
courage one another when called to do or ſuffer 
the will of Gop, They are faid to provoke one 
another to love and good works. They can, when 
united, do muck towards the relief of the poor 
faints, and the ſupport and general propagation of 
the goſpel. We have a pleafing evidence of this 
in the Miſhonary Societies in Europe ; in which-we 
find a moſt uncommon union of Chriſtians of dif- 
ferent denominations. Whatever may be the iſſue, 
the union has been both ſurpriſing and delightful. 
They have united in their endeavours. to ſend the 
goſpel among the pagans, as a common cauſe, with- 
out regard to thoſe leſs matters that diſtinguiſh 
them as denominations. Thus ſhould it be with 
all good men. They ſhould ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, 
with one mind ftriving together for the faith of 
the goſpel. 


Omitting thoſe reflections that naturally ariſg 
from the ſubjeR, I ſhall conclude with an addreſs 
to that church of Chriſt which will, in future, meet 
in this place; and which will this day be recog- 
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-nized in the moſt public and ſolemn manner by 
my reverend brother. 


DEARLY BELOVED IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, P 

"IN the year 1665, the Firſt Baptiſt Church mn ; 
Boſton, from: which moſt of you have been dil- [| 
miſſed, originated in this town. To-day ſhe fends 
you back at your own deſire, in conjunction. with 
our triends from the. Second Baptiſt Church in 
Boſton, to form a church where ſhe began. But 
how great the difference between that period. and 
this ! Then the right of private judgment was de- 
nied ; now all is candour, love and friendſhip. 
This event 1s ſurely providential : to human agen- 
cy alone 1t cannot be aſcribed. 
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The churches you have left have diſmiſſed you 
with all that Chriſtian affetion, which has ariſen 
- - from a long and pleaſing acquaintance, with you, 
and from your conſtant endeavour to behave as 
becomes the goſpel : believing, at the ſame time, 
> that this event will terminate in the better accom- 
modation of ' yourſelves and families, and the ad- 
vancement of the intereſts of religion and moral- 

ty. Go and proſper, and the Lozp be with you. | 


Your preſent condition is new and intereſting, 
Various duties devolve on you as a church of 
| Chriſt. "The firſt and the moſt 3 umportant to your- 
ſelves, your families, and the town in general, is, 
the choice and ſettlement of a miniſter. Be not 
haſty in this matter, © Be extremely careful that he 


L $$ 


be a man of real, of experimental religion—decid+ 
edly in favour of the dofrines of grace, fo called ;| 
who ſhall be determined to know nothing among 

you ſave Jesvs CaxrrsT and him crucified ; ws, 


who will not ſhun to declare the whole counſel of” 
GoD, L 


We moſt earneſtly pray, that the great Head of : 
the Church may bleſs you with a paſtor after his': 
own heart, who ſhall feed you with knowledge | 
and the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may.: 
grow thereby ; for whoſe happineſs and ſupport, |: 
we are perſuaded, you will uſe your belt exertions. , 

= 

In the admiſſion of perſons into the church, be 
careful to examine them, both as to their experi- |; ' 
mental knowledge of the truth, and their lives and * 
converſation. In the diſcharge of this part of your !: 
duty you will find a great difference among candi- _ 
dates for admiſſion. Some of them will be able to | 
give a clear account of the great things Gop has, 
done for them—others will come trembling, leſt 
they ſhould eat and drink unworthily ; and who 
can only ſay, Whereas I was blind, I now ſee. You 
who. are ſtrong, will bear the infirmities of the 
weak ; and imitate the blefſed Jzsvs, who gathers | 
the lambs in his arms," and carries them in his | 
boſom ; who will not break the bruiſed reed, nor :: 
quench the ſmoking flax. < 
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In the exerciſe of the diſcipline of the church, F1 
be ſtrict and impartial. Never ſuffer,fin upon a # 


brother, nor an unworthy member, knowingly, +: 
D to |: 


| 
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to ſit down at the Lord's table. Keep yourſelves 


pure. 


Live in love among yourſelves, ſtudiouſly pre- 
ſerving the unity of the ſpirit in the bonds of peace. 
Be candid towards all Chriſtians who differ from 
you. Treat all men with afte&tion and kindneſs. 
And carefully preſerve that harmony in the town 
and between the two religious ſocieties,in it, which 
hath been ſo pleaſingly diſplayed on the preſent oc- 
cation. 


To conclude. How extremely Hattering are the 
circumſtances of Charleſtown this day. Behold 
her riſing, like the phenix from her aſhes, into ele- 
gance, wealth and greatneſs. Our prayer to God 
is, that ſhe may be as remarkable i in future for her 
piety, proſperity and happineſs, as ſhe hath been 
tor her ſufferings in the day of our national ca- 
lamity. Into his holy Keeping we commit you as 
a town, as churches, and as brethren. Live in 
love, and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. To him be glory forever. 
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your proceedings, and conſider them to have been 4 
regular and according to the goſpel. | 
They have alſo examined your articles of faith, LR... 
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DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD, 


L yg Churches now convened agreeas 
bly to your requeſt, by their miniſters and meſten- : 
gers, having fully examined the papers you have 
laid before them, containing an account of all your 
proceedings relative to your becoming a diſtinct ;: 
viſible Church ; have dire&ted me in their! behalf :: 
to inform you, that they are fully ſatisfied with 


and judge them-to.contain the leading and eflen- 


tial dodrines of evangelic-truth; 44 1 nn i 
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We do therefore, in this public manner, expreſs 
our hearty and entire approbation of your faith 
and condutt, and wiſh you a rich bleſſing out of the 
houſe of the Lord. We view. you as a regular 
Church of our Loxp Jzesus Cnr1sT, veſted with 
all the powers and privileges which we as Church- 
ES ſeverally enjoy ; and as a token of the Chriſtian 
affetion and eſteem of the Churches preſent, I pre- 
ſent yau the Right-Hand of Fellowyhip. 


By this ſignificant ſign, we expreſs the intereſt 
we feel in your happineſs and proſperity ; and 
ſolemnly pledge ourſelves to afford you every at- 
fiſtance in our- power, and which your circum- 
ſtances may render neceflary ; not doubting but 
in return we ſhall receive the ſame from you. 
Theſe mutual aflurances, dear brethren, ariſe from 
that long and intimate acquaintance we have had 
with you, Often have we taken ſweet counſel 
together, and gone in company to the houſe of 
God ; and nothing but a ſenſe of duty could 
have reconciled us to this painful partial ſepara» 


tion. May the LoxD ever preſerve our union and 
friendſhip, 


© From this day forward, brethren, you will con- 
lider yourſelves as-a city ſet on a hill, which can- 
not-be hid, O that:your light. may fo ſhine that 
others, ſeeing your good works, may glorify our 
Father, who is in heaven. | 


.- Much you have already experienced of the. di- 
vine goodneſs in your proceedings, and much you 
way ſtall expeR, if you'walk humbly before Gop. 
You 


oy] 


You will therefore permit me to exhort you, to 


ſtudy to promote that ſpirit of brotherly affeftion, 
which at preſent ſo remarkably prevails among 


you. Eſpecially endeavour, in every ſuitable way, | 


to ſtrengthen ang increaſe the friendly intercourſe 
ſo happily ſubliſting between you and the other 
religtous Society in the town. 


Your ſituation, brethren, is peculiarly intereft- 
ing and pleaſant. How often upon occaſions like 
the preſent, have all the angry paſlions been excit- 
ed, and every diſcordant ſentiment ſet in oppoſi. 
tion ; by which means thoſe averlions and preju. 
dices have been eſtabliſhed, which a lapſe of years 
could hardly obliterate. But here, we behold 
nothing but concord, peace and brotherly affec. 
tion ! Truly this is the Lozp's doing, and mars 
vellous in our eyes, | 


The uncommon harmony which has marked 
the whole ſeries of events relative to your preſent 
ſituation, cannot fail to impreſs your hearts with 
the livelieſt ſentiments of gratitude to the great 
AuTHor of your mercies, and lead you to ſee 
your increaſing obligations to live in love and 
peace, ſo that the Gon af love and peace may 
dwell with you, 


—_ % 


As he who hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy 
in all manner of converſation and godlineſs. And 
that the beſt of bleſſings may ever reſt on you and 
yours, on your children, and on your children's 
children, on the other church and congregation in 


the 


©, nn 


the town; and on: the whole Iſrael of Gor, we 
will now and at all times moſt devoutly pray. 


And; now unto Him who is able to keep you 
from falling, and at laſt to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore the throne of his glory with exceeding joy ; 
to the only wiſe Gop our Saviour, be glory for 


— —everand ever. AMEN. 


Dedicatory Hom. 
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Lrt flowing numbers ſweetly riſe, 
And waft our praiſes to the ſkies, 
For all the bleſſings life beſtows, 
And all the joys the cosreL ſhows. 


Here in thy courTs we proſtrate bow, 
To offer up the folemn vow ; 

To dedicate this SACRED PLACE, 

And celebrate REDEEMING GRACE. 


Now may the Kino of Zion hear ! 
His GLORY in this Houss appear ! 
And, as in J/rael's ancient days, 
Accept the offering and the praiſe. 


Here may the ſaints with TRUTH be fed, - 
Pure from the goſpel's rFouNTAIN HEAD 3 
Here let the fenner hear his doom, 

And timely * flee the wrath to come.” 


O may thy Cxvrcn, in every place, 
Increaſe in numbers and in grace ; 
. Till all the ranſom'd millions riſe 


To ſhout REDEMPTION through the ſkies. 
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